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4Ht***#*****#*#*#-#******** 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public 
interest in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive 
and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled 
throughout the year. 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00; 
Contributing — $20.00; Active — $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) — 
$12.00; Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from 
Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - $5.00. 


For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Barry 
Cherriere at 506-575 Queonston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K 1K1 or 
phone 560-7476. 

•X*-***** -:(■******** 

ANNUAL MEETING Please note that the annual meeting of the Hamilton 

Naturalists' Club will be held on Monday , Oct._5_j—1981 

in accordance with the new By-Laws approved Mar. 9, 1981 
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A WORD FROM THE PRE SIDENT 


It does not seem possible that it is now time to prepare Volume 34, 

Number 9, of the Wood Duck for printing. Hats off to Editor Ron Hepwrotn 
for providing us with another season of up-to-date information, news, views 
and good reading topped off by the new look of the back page which is intri¬ 
guing and which has been much appreciated. Thank you Ron for your efforts 
and sincere thanks to your committee too; Edith Lawrence, typist; George 
North, Noteworthy Bird Records; Charlie Zimmerman, Mimeographer; Sheila 
Forbes, collator. Our appreciation too, to all who have turned out each 
month to assist Sheila in putting it all together and a big THANK YOU to 
all of you who have taken time out'of your busy schedules to write the ar ic 
that make the whole thing possible. Keep up the good work. It is not too 
soon to begin thinking about material for volume 35. Let’s keep our Wood 
Duck swimming and flying in fine style. 

The Spring issue of SEASONS, the Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
magazine is a special issue featuring Long Point with articles ^Michael 
Bradstreet, Harry Barrett, Gerald McKeating, Paul Catling and many others. 

It is packed full of information about an area that has intrigued many of 
over the years. I have ordered 2.5 copies which will be on sale for *2.-3 - 

the May meeting. First come, first served, ^ 

Joan and Jock peters will be on hand to welcome you on May d tg to our 
annual Members' Si B ht. and as the days of sprin S lenathee. I hope to see y 
out on the many outln B s which Field Events Director, Dean Gupler 
Come out and learn, share experiences and knowledge anc enjoy 

of nature, , „ , _ 

Have a Super Summer 1 Hazel Broker 

Since this is" the year of the Convention (Canadian Federation 

in Guelph, May C-10 and Federation of Ontario naturalists in 
22-24) Marion shivos and I felt that it was time our c u, V 

display mounts that were easy to transport and assemble. f 

noting types of display materials for some <-ime «n , w 

the Board of Directors, went to EXPO systems in Scarborough to look over 
their°materials^ Me fhnd just what we needed, sturdy 

displays that are free standing and can be assembled in ma y g * 

with lights and carrying cases to make the unu compl - • . - und'accu- 

under $2,000. plus tax, was covered by donations to tie en display 

mulating over "the past five years. We thank these donor . These display 
mounts will make it possible for us to extend our ^ e £ ut ,; f ^ ors and our 
to share with the general public our enjoyment of DOS sibiUties are 

concerns regarding conservation and the environment. T P 

exciting, __ _ 

PERSONAL WAIVER FORM RELATING TO FIELD__EVENTS _ 

- a,, r no; e 

sss: ^ 

On his advice, participants on future Field Events will be requ 

to sign the following "Field Event - Application Form . caoable 

"In making this application I affirm that I am in gene ^ ^ accept as my 

of performing the required exercise .o pa - > _ , t ; 10 id Hamilton 

personal risk the hazards of such participation, and will not 

Naturalists’ Club responsible. accenting my application, 

"Tn consideration of the Hamilton Naturalises’ Club acceptin mycW 

I^hearby release and forever discharge Hamilton Naturalists’ jjl^ils 
Officers, Directors, Servants and Agents 'tom ^ Event an d I declare 

arising as a result of my participo ion i (cQntinued on next page at bottom) 





143 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB HELD MONDAY APRIL 13,1981 
at Royal Botan ical Gar dens Jlentre^ urlington, C'ntario at 8;00_p JL m^ _ : 

Hazel Broker, President, opened the meeting by welcoming the approximately 
70 members and guests who were present. 

She thanked the greeters for the evening, Ian and Barbara Reid. The workshop 
at Short Hills on April 4 had been successful with trails cleared and marked and 
Hazel thanked Marion Shivas and her workers for the work they had done. Barry 
Jones was thanked for leading the Long Point Waterfowl hike. 

The President announced that the Club is in the process of producing a 'Waiver 
of Liability' form, which will be used on Club outings. Each leader of an outing 
will have a form and members will be asked to sign it at the beginning of any trip. 

Bruce Duncan asked for sponsors for the Club's representative, Bob Curry, in 
the James Baillie Birdathon. Members can also sponsor Robert Bateman, who will be 
the celebrity birder on May 2. Sponsors who pledge 50 or more per bird for Robert 
Bateman will be oligible for a draw for ono of Robert's paintings. 

As our speaker for the evening, Craig Campbell, had been unavoidably delayed, 
Bruce Duncan showed some beautiful slides of hawks, discussing relevant field 
markings. 

Bruce Duncan then introduced Craig Campbell and his assistant, Dave Perron. 
Craig, who works at the Universities of Waterloo and Guelph, is a Field Naturalist. 
He does consulting and contract work for the Canadian Wildlife Service and the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada. He has worked for the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 
comoiling Check Lists for Spooky Hollow and Short Hills. 

Craig, whoso main interest is Reptiles and Amphibians, showed us slides and 
discussed twenty rare species of reptiles and amphibians. Many of those species 
are good candidates for the endangered species list of Ontario. Apart from Human 
pressure on tho habitat of many of these species, pollution and acid lain are 
taking their toll. Of tho 38 reptiles and amphibians in our region, Craig feels 
that 15 are either endangered or noar tho point of being endangered. We heard 
recordings of the calls of some of the amphibians of our region. 

George Meyers thanked Craig for a fascinating talk and for his dedication 
in trying to preserve tho reptiles and amphibians. 

Hazel Broker also announced that Ontario Hydro have produced a Field Guide 
to Endangered, Threatened and Rare Species in Ontario at a cost of $9*25* 

Hazel concluded tho meeting by thanking Barry Cherriere, Bob Dooring, Ian 
Roid for slides for tho Foyer ; Hazel herself had also contributed slides. She 
thanked Shirley Element and her helpers for providing the refreshments. 

Barbara Reid, Secretary. 


Waiver of Liability - (cont'd from page 142) 

that this release is binding upon me, my heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns." 

If the apnlicant is under 18 years of ago the parent ot guardian should sign 
for that person and indicate the guardianship authority. 

The Field Event - Application Form will be presented by the leader at the 
beginning of each Field Event. 


********** 

***** 

* * 


Hazel Broker. 
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SHORT ..'ILLS WILDHRWES3 AREA 

-East: 


To Effingham 
rlest- 





Entry Points are marked with ' x'. These are no.t readily visible from Centre 
Street or Metier Road but if you go through the trees , you can spot the red 
construction ribbon marking the trails. The trees on the perimeter have been 
marked with red paint in accordance with the write-up in the Wood Duck re markin 
of private property. 


WORKSHOPS 


Snowfall the night prior did not deter the Sanctuary Committee Members - Jeff 
Blezius, Dave Bradley, Bruce Duncan and Ed Ellis from joining m&at Short Hills 
on Saturday, March 21, 1981 where we were able to establish the boundary line 
between the Club property and that of Burland in the northern sector, and 
delineate trails in preparation for the Workshop scheduled for April Uth. 


On Workshop Day the temperature rose to nearly seventy degrees with Messrs. Dave 
Bradley, Dave Bruton, Ed Ellis, Dean Gugler, George McBride, Harry and John 
Payne and Ian and Barbara Reid, joining with me and completing the work of 
clearing and marking'and delineating the trails. To paraphrase the remarks of 
Winston Churchilll 'Many owe few.... I am deeply grateful for their help. 


Dave Bradley is carrying on with the work of marking the trees at both sanctuary 
properties, dnd Ed'Ellis-.and Dave Bruton will be painting theoeptrance sign-at 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. 

* HELP HELP HELP'.!!!! The main signs at Short Hills badly need the gold 

* lettering touched up, some light sanding and an overall coat of fresh varnish. 

* Any volunteers??????? The-paint will be supplied. Please get in touch with the 

* Sanctuary Director. These are located one near the southwest corner and the 

other in the northwest corner. ... „ . „ 

Marion S. Shivas, Sanctuary Director 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE 1980-1931 


President 

Past President. 

Vice-President 
& Programme 

Treasurer 
Secretary 
Membership 
Publicity 
Sanctuary 
Conservation 
Wood Duck Editor 
Field Events 


Miss Hazel Broker 527-0333 

52 Paisley Avenue South,Hamilton,Ontario LBS 1V3 

Mr. Robert Curry 648-6895 

92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster,Ontario L9G 2S7 

Mr. Norman Ralston 383-1397 

39 Sunning Hill Avenue, Hamilton,Ontario L8T 1B3 


Mr. Verne Evans 

2164 Sunnybrook Court, Oakville, 


827-2294 
Ontario L6L 1P4 


Mrs. Barbara Reid 62.8-8329 

2 Mayfair Court, Dundas, Ontario L9H 3P2 


Mr. Barry Cherriere 
506 - 575 Queenston Road, 


560-7476 

Hamilton,Ontario L8I< 1K1 


Mr. Bruce Mackenzie 

R. R. #6, Cambridge, Ontario N1R 5S7 

Mrs. Marion Shivas 

18 Rowanwood Avenue, Dundas, Ontario 


659-7328 

628-6846 
L9H 4E1 


Mr. Bruce Duncan 

Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1A0 


765-3322 


Mr. Ronald Hepworth 

259 Euston Road, Burlington, 


632-7694 
Ontario L7L 4V8 


Mr. Dean Gugler 528-7169 

2 - 154 Emerson Street, Hamilton,Ontario LBS 2X9 


Social 


Ms. Shirley Klernent 336-5433 

1375 Mountain Grove Road, Burlington,Ontario L7P 2H1 


Director-at-Large 


Mr. John Mclnally 945-4402 

21 Lakeside Drive, Grimsby, Ontario L3M 2K9 


WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. G.P. Albaugh,89 Ofield Rd., Apt.#5, Hamilton,Ontario LBS 2M8 
Mr. Gordon Elliott, 216 Bogert Ave., Willowdale,Ontario M2N 1L3 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Payne, 11 Kilbourn Ave.,Stoney Creek,Ontario L8G 3L9 
Mr. John Payne, 11 Kilbourn Ave.,Stoney Creek,Ontario L8G 3C9 
Mr. & Mrs. R.Edwards,4344 Forsyth Blvd.,Burlington,Ontario L7L 2M3 


MARIA ZO RN 

Lon and Maria Zorn are both diamond star photographers in tho P.S.A. and 
their works have appeared far and wide. You will undoubtedly remember the fine 
program "tlioy dolivorod "bo our c3.ub la.S'fc y©ar# 

Maria is also a talented artist. Her grandfather was an artist in Austria^ 
who started cut by refinishing the art treasures of Vienna. This work was carried 
on by her father and now by her brothers in Austria. 

Maria has recently returned to painting. She presently has an exhibition a: 
tho Royal Botanical Gardens. If you haven't seen her work, it is well worth a 
visit. Her paintings will be on display into May and are reasonably priced. Look 
for them at tho next club meeting on May 4. 
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WINTER BIRDS IN THE DUNDAS MARSH 


by Michael Clark 

Probably the best chance to get a 300 c! look at some birds is in the 
winter, when the combination of leaflessness and perhaps a bright winter 
sun, provides unobstructed viewing, But even whenit is overcast and the 
snow swirls around in a vigorous wind, the results are equally excising 
and often more dramatic. 

Consider the lowly Chickadee, for instance. No one would consider 
driving one mile let alone fifty miles to See such a common and colourless 
bird. And yet the Chickadee is the marsh's dominant bird in the winter time. 
One sees and hears it everywhere. It is foraging among dead leaves,making 
low, darting surveys of brush piles, examining grass and reed stalks, 
energetically exploring trees and shrubs from top to bottom. On the very 
coldest days, when one hears rather than sees the Downies, and the White¬ 
breasted nuthatches sound a bit desperate and spend most of their 
time ruffled against the frigid weather, it is business as usual for the 
Chickadees. When you arrive they are most bfiten your welcoming committee, 
Feeling frozen-to-death and abandonned in the far reaches of the Marsh?-two 
or three of them appear, almost at your shoulder, to offer lively companion¬ 
ship. When it's a little warmer they play agile games of tag - especially 
in the dawn's full sun - dipping about so quickly as to make you dizzy. 

And the same sun will elevate their often routine ^ ee ee p-Dee song 

onto a higher, more major key that sounds positively joyous. G 

With no foliage to intervene one can often see the winter marsh birds 
much more clearly than at other times. In many ways the pure whites and 
blacks of a Downy flying past is as exciting an experience as one's first 
view of, say, a Scarlet Tanager, or a Blackburnian Warbler. Contrasts are 
sharper, and outlines or contours are cleaner and purer. What can rival 
the sight, for instance, of four very alert and majestic-looking cardinals 
sitting in the same tree, against a drab background of dull browns and 
gray-white? Or when, except in the winter, can you experience the full 
rich, velvet goldness of a Common Flicker's under-wings as it glides 
towards and settles on a high branch? 

With so few species about, and so little obstruction as to what one 
can seq, winter in the marsh is also the best time to view flight patterns 
and other peculiar habits. With the exception of the Chickadee, the most 
manoeverable and efficient of the winter birds in flight is most likely 
the Downy Woodpecker, Its undulating pump-dip-and-glide pattern takes 
it very quickly from tree to tree and across modest-sized r.tr°s. The 
glide portion, with the wings tucked tightly in, saves v ■?.! a■ •' ; 0 '••cat 
energy and is particularly useful for executing r hern ai ■■■.■ ■■■■■ vertical 

curves amongst a fairly dense tangle of bran;-:;.-..3, These v.-.av-.nauvera are 
often done with a brilliant flair elimaxed by a handsome fanning of the 
wings before the sudden, perpendicular landing. Like the Chickadee, the 
Downy; is a friendly bird, often flying ahead as you walk(usually in pairs), 
and can be found almost anywhere; on tree trunks, on top of, at the side 
of, and underneath horizontal branches, on grevs ctv.Iks, etc. Unlike its 
larger look-alike, the Hairy, the Downy is of i •■•••> r:-n aud self-assured, and 
does not mind being observed, even at close crcriv.cs. The Hairy, on the 
other hand, is secretive and nervous, and charccteristecally swings around 
to the other, blind side of a limb or trunk when seen. 

The Hairy too has none of the Downy's sense of playfulness. The Downy 
often engages(like the Chickadee) in vigorous and flashy games of tag or 
"chase the leader?, apparently for the pure fun of it. The Hairy,which 
has comparatively less "personality"(hardly any at all), flies directly 
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Winter Birds in the Dundas Marsh (continued) 

to a tree trunk, and is immediately poised and upright, head well back, for 
a decisive strike with its bill. With the Hairy it is strictly all business 
and no play. The Hairy, too, is a solitary bird, rather dowdy and unkempt- 
looking in comparison, whose presence is more often announced by a frantic 
and sharply angry "Speak! Speak! Speak! Speak'. Speak! than by a persona.- 
appearance. It is most frequently seen on the trunk of a tree, ascending 
more or less diagonally, in a masterly, no nonsense manner, making a few 
solemn pecks before moving on. The Downy in the winter, on the contrary, will 
frequently concentrate on one general area much lower down, using its bill, 
in the coldest of weather, as a chisel rather than a drill, to patiently chip 

away the bark. 

It may be that in terms of general adaptability and habits - not to speak 
of numbers - the Downy will be the evolutionary winner between th OS e two look- 

alikes . 

The common Flicker's flight is best seen in winter. The Flicker appears 
more relaxed than in other seasons, as if biding its time until Spring. e 
flight is very graceful and self-controlled, the glide portion sometimes appro¬ 
aching an effortless float. One has a leisurely look at its handsome,sligi ,y 
dipping form and at the rather splendid yellow-gold on the underside of its 
powerful wings, which is oven deeper and richer in overcast weather. The 
Flicker may be seen on a high branch preening in the sun, or in a sociaoie 
group of from three to five, surveying from high tree limbs, or foraging 
together, low among the sedges. One more often hears the Brown Creeper than 
sees it. On a day of extreme cold, its sharp metallic buzz can oe startling, 
and give the impression one is surrounded by Creepers instead or being in 
the presence of two, or perhaps one. Its flight from tree to tree is brier, 
fairly straight, and very quick. Its winter-time appearance as it character - 
istically ascends a trunk beetle-fashion, is quite plump, with the browns and 
white clearly contrasted. Equally fat-looking and vividly contrasted is 
the White-breasted Nuthatch, whose face reminds one of a question mark or 
perhaps a penquin, and who is also, on the whole, more heard than seen. From 
every corner of the Marsh one can hear its clear,plaintive, sometimes P-™ ic Y 
or mad, one-note song. Typically the Nuthatch darts into the upper portion o... 
a tree and busily begins to work its way down the trunk, instead of up, 01 
out along or under a limb; peoring quizically about or at the observer, in 
its own rather stiff manner as acrobatic as a Chickadee. 

Like a swarm of gigantic flies or gnats is perhaps the best way to 
describe the flight pattern of flocking Pine Siskins. Their forte is sudden¬ 
ness* sudden deep dips and undulations within the flock and sudden, abrupt, 
curves and sweeping arcs to right or left of the flock as a whole. Just as 
abrupt and unsettling is the heavily accented SczpEEEEE. alarm mote the fl c 
will make when' cn the move, often repeated frantically several times. Or i.ne 

short, explosive H U WhEHEE' sound they make accompanied by the dramatic Whoosh! 
of their collective wings, as they all of a sudden take off from feeding on 
tree debris strewn over the ice, But direct and thrush-like is the flight of 
the Eastern Bluebird, a rare late winter Marsh visitor, as it vigorously 
traverses an open space. It quickly finds a suitable perch from which to 
chortle its subdued and rather sad and private churry,churry,churry, song, 
at the same time giving the onlooker a generous taste of its warmer, summertime 
colours. More tupically it may be seen slightly hunched on a low horizontal 
limb, from which it darts down to ground level for a little feed, and then 
right back up again. 


But the star vocal performer in the Marsh this winter had to be the Caro¬ 
lina Wren, Its clear, crystalline, and often joyous song rang out throughout 
its section of the Marsh as if it could never end. Too SWEET! Too SWEET! 



Winter Birds in the Punda3 Marsh ' ^.g 

Too SWEET ' Too SWEET ' Too SWEET 1 Too SWEET. Sven in t h’ e deepest winter, when 
most of the other winter birds are shiverin 3 silent, and even the mocking 
Starlings are reduced to the most wretched imitations of Red-Tails,Pee-VJees, 
Soras, and the like, the Carolina Wren chants as jubilantly as if it is mid- 
Spring. With the sky overcast he progrfesses through the high tree-tops, 
stopping long enough in each for a good, resounding sing, But with the sun 
high and bright, he stays in the same tree or general area, open to the sun, 
head back, tail down, the stripe sometimes visible, the long, decurved bill 
open wide, and lets it all come peeling out. 


his 


And, as with the Chickadees, the sun seems to bring out his highest and 
most joyous singing. For sheer exuberance, not to mention volume, he makes 
the late winter Cardinals sound dull and uninspired. 


ANCASTER - SPRING VALLEY TRAILS 

I came in March - by ^ j oan p or b es 

The Winter sky was egg-shell blue. 

The little stream was rimmed with ice, 

And where the bed was blocked with brushwood 
The brook's ice sheet was blanketed with snow,- 
The only sound a muted gurgle. 

The trails were muddy, and in the hollows 
Among the trees, lay the lost snowdrifts. 

But the crows made wild, harsh music 

As they repaired the winter ravage of their nests. 

I' come in April - 

The stream was loud with music gay, 

And running full and free. 

Trees were wearing all Spring's decorations,- 
Catkin-tassels, red and gold and green, 

The pines alight with tiny candles. 

The shy anemones were on the banks, 

Coltsfoot shone gold in marshy spots. 

In high bare trees I saw a squirrel 
Leaping from branch to branch, and below 
A rabbit nibbling the first green grass 
Amid the little tree trunks, whose bark 
Had been his only food the winter through. 

I came in May - 

The woods were full of birdsong, 

The flash of redwings among the trees, 

The shining yellow warblers flitting 
From bush to grass tuft on the open hill. 

But oh! the joy of the flowers,- 

The slopes starred with a million trilliums; 

On the leaf-brown ground grew violets, 

Deep purple, lilac-spurred, Canada white, 

And the tall graceful yellow violet. 

Spring was king in the valleys; there I found 
Soloman's plumes and Solomon's seal,in all their beauty. 

(continued on page 153) 


“(C 


J 


Vol. 34, Wo. 9 


149 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECOUPS 

Number of species recorded to April 19, 1981 - 165 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 

Common Loon March 29* 1 Woodland Cemetery McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

April 25 25 Woodland Cemetery McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Red-necked Grebe March 1* 1 Bronte Mark Jennings 

March 15 2 Woodland Cemetery McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

April 15 242 Bronte & Burlington Mark Jennings 

Horned Grebe March 29 10 Taquanyah Cons. Area Bruce Duncan 

April 5 62 Woodland Cemetery Michael Clark 

April 10 250 North shore of Bay Dave & Thelma Powell 

Pied-billed Grebe March 28* 1, IE. Bay; Dundas Marsh McLaughlin, Finlayson 

D.-c. Cormorant April 18* 2 Dundas Marsh Kevin McLaughlin 

Great Blue Heron March 26* 4 Beamer Cons. Area J. Dowall, G. Meyers 

March 30 1 Dundas Marsh Robert Finlayson 

April 5 5 Brant Inn site Kevin McLaughlip 

Green Heron April 11* 1 Slote Rd., Copetown William 1. Campbell 

Great Egret April 4 * 2 Valley Inn Kevin McLaughlin 

April 7 5 Dundas Marsh Finlayson, Westmore 

April 10 6 Valley Inn David Stubbing 

April 11 6 Dundas Marsh Kevin McLaughlin 

Whistling Swan March 27 41j 81 Dundas Marsh; LaSalle Michael Clark 

April 5 10; 9 Woodland C.; Valens McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

April 6 23 Dundas Marsh R. Finlayson 

April 11 13 Smithville Lagoons McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

April 18 13 Dundas Marsh Kevin McLaughlin 

Canada Goose March 26 large flight Beamer Cons. Area George Meyers 

Gadwall March 29 65 East end of bay Bob Finlayson 

Pintail March 15 4 Binbrook Reservoir McLaughlin, ‘Waldhuber 

Blue-winged Teal March 28* 4 Dundas Hydro Station Kevin McLaughlin 

April 6 6 Dundas Marsh R. Finlayson 

Baldpate Mhrch 17 4 Dundas Marsh R. Finlayson 

Northern Shoveler March 28-* 3 East end of Bay Kevin McLaughlin 

14a rch 29 55 Dundas Marsh Robert Finlayson 

Wood Duck March 28* 1 Valley Inn Kevin McLaughlin 

Redhead April 5 8 'Woodland Cemetery Michael Clark 

Ring-necked Duck March 22 11 La Salle Park McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

April 5 60 Valens Reservoir McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Canvasback April 4 389 Woodland Cemetery Kevin McLaughlin 

Greater Scaup April 4 2009 Woodland Cemetery Kevin McLaughlin 

Lesser Scaup March 27F 7 Prince's Point Michael Clark 

April 4 500 Woodland Cemetery Kevin McLaughlin 

Barrow's Goldeneye Mhrch 19 1 Beach Canal Robert Finlayson 

Bufflehead April 10 250 North shore of Bay Dave & Thelma Powell 

April 19 117 Br- nte & Burlington Mark Jennings 

Oldsquaw April 19 139 Bronte & Burlington Mark Jennings 

White-winged Scoter March 29F 34 Woodland Cemetery McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

April IJl 17 Woodland Cemetery McLau 'Jilin, Waldhuber 

April 11 30 Gray's Road McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Ruddy Duck March 28) 1, 9 E Bay; Woodland Gem. McLaughlin; Finlayson 

Hooded Merganser March 17 9 Dundas Marsh R. Finlayson 

Red-breasted March 27F 2 Woodland Cemetery Michael Clark 

Merganser April 11 150 Lake at Gray's Road Kevin McLaughlin 
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Turkey Vulture 

March 14 

1 Gibson's Point, Grimsby Michael Clark 


March 22 

1 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

Dav - Copeland 


March 28 

3 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

Michael Clark 


March 29 

19 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 2 

80 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

Klabunde, Meyers 


April 3 

146 Beamer Cons. Area 

Klabunde, Laughtons 

Goshawk 

March 26 

1 ad. Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

George Meyers 


March 26 

1 Vinemcunt 

Bruce Duncan 


April 13 

1 Beamer Cens. Area 

Cherriere, Copeland 

Sharp-shinned H awk 

March 26F Beamer Cons. Area 

Jim Dowall 


April 2 

76 Gibson's Pt , Grimsby 

Klabunde, Laughtons 


April 10 

4 00 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby Klabunde, Laughtons 

Cooper 1 s Hawk 

March 14 F 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Jim Dowall 


Mar. 22, 28 7; 3 Beamer Cons. Area 

Copeland; Clark 


April 2 

10 Grimsby Peak 

Meyers, Klabunde 


April 3 

' wihj- Graksby Peak 

Klabunde, Laughton 


April 10 

20 Gibson's Pt. Grimsby Klabunde, Laughton 

Red-tailed Hawk 

March 14 

189 Beamer Cons. Area 

M. Clark, J. Dowall 


March 22 

182 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

Dave Copeland 


April 2 

68 Beamer Cons. Area 

Klabunde, Laughton 

Re d- should e xu d 

March 14 

3 Grimsby Peak 

Michael Clark 

H awk 

March 22 

75 Beamer Cons. Area 

Dave Copeland 


March 28 

24 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

Michael Clark 


April 2 

11 Beamer Cons. Area 

Klabunde, Laughton 

Broad-winged Hawk 

April 11*, 

12 1, 1 Grimsby Peak 

M. Clark; G. Meyers 


April 13 

6 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

Copeland, Meyers 


April 19 

2000 Beamer Cons. Area 

Dave Copeland 

Rough-legged Hawk 

March 14F 

2 Beamer Cons. Area 

Michael Clark 


March 22 

2 Beamer Cons. Area 

Dave Copeland 


April 2 

3 Beamer Cons. Area 

Klabunde, Laughton 

Golden Eagle 

April 13 Beamer Cons. Area i af ini f 

Cherriere, Klabunde 

Bald Eagle 

March 24* 

1 ad. Beamer C^ns. Area 

J.. Dowall, R. Snider 


March 31 

1 imm. Beamer Cons. Area 

Laughton, Klabunde 

Marsh Hawk 

March 15 

1 lOt’n Rd. E. Mud St. 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 2 

2 Beamer C-ns. Area 

Klabunde, Laughton 

Osprey 

April 4* 

1 Gibson's Pt., Grimsby 

George Meyers 


April 11 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Peregrine Falcon 

March 15* 

1 No. 2 H wy & Fairchild 

Ck. Rob Copeland 

Merlin 

March 12 

1 H wy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


April 2 

1 Millen Rd. at Lake 

Robert ‘Waldhuber 


April 8 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Klabunde 


April 13 

1 male Beamer C<ns. Area 

Cherriere, Klabunde 

American Kestrel 

March 22 

3 Beamer Cons. Area 

Dave Copeland 


April 2 

6 Beamer Cons. Area 

Klabunde, Laughton 


April 6 Nest & Yg. Grimsby Art Gallery George Meyers 

Sandhill Crane 

March 24 

*■ 1 flying East at Grimsby 

Copeland, Meyers, Dowall, 

Sora 

April 13* 

1 Taquanyah C^ns. Area 

B. Duncan (Snider et al. 

American Ccct 

Mhrch 29* 

6 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 10 

75 North Shore cf Bay 

Dave & Thelma. Po well 

Killdeer 

March 20 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlays on 

American 

April 2* 

40 Ridge Rf ad, Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Golden Plover 

April 3 

125 Beamer Cons. Area 

P. Thcem, G. Meyers 


April 4 

23 Beamer Cons. Area 

P. Pratt, Copeland, Meyer; 

American Woodcock 

March 27 

2 S. Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


April 1 

1 Grey Doe Trail R.B.G. 

Bob Finlayson 

Common Snipe 

April 11* 

2 Beverly Swamp 

James Dowall 

Upland Plover 

April ll* 

1 over H( stein Dr. 

Robert Curry 
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Spotted Sandpiper 

April 12* 

1 Smithville Lagcons 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Solitary Sandpiper 

April 12* 

1 Smithville Lagoons 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Gre ater . 

April 4* 

4 Beamer Cons. Area 

Meyers, Pratt, Copeland 

Y ellowlegs 

April 5 

5 Smithville Lagoons 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 9 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

Bob Finlayson 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

April 5 

12 Smithville Lagcons 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 7 

11 U niversity Landing 

Bob Finlayson 

Pe ctoral Sandpiper 

March 29* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 2 

60 Beamer Cons. Area 

G. Meyers, W. Klabunde 


April 3 

90 Beamer Cons. Area 

George Meyers 


April 4 

200 Beamer Cons. Area 

Copeland, Meyers, Pratt 


April 5 

25 Smithville Lagoons 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 12 

300 Smithville Lagoons 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 18 

700 Smithville Lagoons 

J. Dowall et al. 

Least Sandpiper 

April $* 

5 University Landing 

Robert Finlayson 


April 11 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Dunlin 

March 29* 

9 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull 

April 18 

1 Brant Inn site 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Bonaparte 1 s Gull 

March 28* 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


April 5 

50 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 6 

80 Dundas Marsh 

R. Finlayson 

Forster's Tern 

April 5* 

1 Lake at Gray's Road 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


April 11 

4 Woodland & Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


April 18 

8 Brant Inn site 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Caspian Tern 

April 11* 

3 Lake at Guelph Line 

Ilyniak, Che skey, DeBoer 


April 11 

1 Lake at Gray 1 s Roa.d 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Sere ech Owl 

March 23 

1 Indiana Rd near Cayuga 

Bruce Du ncan 


March 27 

2 Dry Lake near Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


April 10 

1 Spencer Ck. willows 

Bob Finlayson 

Long-eared Owl 

March 22 

2 Crieff Bog 

R. Curry, J. Dowall 


April 12 

2 near H agersville 

Bruce Duncan 

Short-eared Owl 

April 11 

1 Burleak Dr & New St. 

Ilyniak, Cheskey, DeBoer 

Saw-whet Owl 

March 22 

1 H wy 97 W of Freelti n 

R. Curry, J. Dowall 

Belted Kingfisher 

March 29F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 


April 4 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Y ellow-sh. Flicker 

March 25F 

1 Beamer Cons. Area. 

G. Meyers, R. Snider 

Pilee.ted Wdpkr. 

April 8* 

1 flying E Beamer 

Klabunde, J. Laughton 

Ye llow-bellied 

April 5F 

1 Mountainside 

Rick Snider 

Sapsucker 

April 5 

1 Cedar Springs 

John Olmsted 

Ea stern Phoebe 

March 27* 

2 Beamer Ccns. Area 

Meyers, Copeland, Laughton 

H erned Lark 

March 28 

2 Valens Cons. Area 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Tree Swallow 

April 1* 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Robert Finlayson 


April 3 

9 Dundas Marsh 

Rr be rt Finlays- n 

Bank Swallow 

April 2* 

6 Millen Road at Lake 

Robert Waldhuber 

Roug h-winged 

April 17* 

1 Lake at Guelph Line 

John Olmsted 

Swallow 

April 17 

1 Smithville Lagcons 

Norm Pomfret 

Barn Swallow 

April 18* 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Purple Martin 

March 27* 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Michael Clark 


April 4 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Copeland, Meyers, Pratt 


April 11 

3 Beamer Ccns. Area 

M. Clark, G. Meyers 


April 13 

1 Taquanyah Ccns. Area 

Bruc- Duncan 

Brown Creeper 

March 29F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Pc.well 


April 1 

1 Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Winter Wren 

April 16 F 

1 Shoreacres 

1 Mark Jennings 

Carolina Wren 

April 12 

3 Dundas Marsh willows 

Che skey, DeBojer, Ilynia k 

M/ Mockingbird 

March 21 

1 Stoney Cree k Ball Pn.rk Rc.bert Waldhuber 


all month 

2 Vinemount 

Bruce Dunca n 
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W. Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
H ermit Thrush 

Swainsen's Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 
Blue-g. Gnatcatcher 
Golden-crowned 
kinglet 
Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 

Bohemia n Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Myr tie Warbler 
Blank-throated 
Green Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Northern Waterthn 
E. Mead cwlark 
Rusty Blackbird 
Evening Grosbeak 


Common Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

Savannah Sparrow 

Ves per Sparrow 

Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 


White-throated Sp, 
Fox. Sparrow 


April 10F 
April 11F 
April 7F 
April 12 
April 10* 
March 
April 
March 
April 
April 
Apr. 6 


31F : 
1 ? * 
29* 

3 

4F 
10 


1 North Shore Blvd. 

1, 2 Rocktcn; Bronte 
1 Bronte 

3, 1 Shoreacres; Grimsby 
1 Westdale Park 
male Beamer Cons. Area 

1 Burloak Woods, Bronte 

2 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 
1 Dundas Marsh 
6 North Shore Blvd. 


1 , 


Dave & Thelma Powell 
J. Dowall; M. Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
McLaughlin; G. Meyers 
Robert Finlaysen 
George Meyers 
Mark Jennings 
McLaughlin, Waldhuber 
R. Finlayson 
Dave & Thelma Powell 


March 16 * 
March 30 


April 

4* 

April 

8 F 

April 11 * 

April 

20 

April 17 * 
b April 3 -2 
March 20 

April 

11 

March 14 

March 

22 

March 24 
March 26 

April 

1 

March 

22 

March 23 
March 20 
Mar. 22, 5 

March 

26 

April 

7 

April IF 

April 

4 

April 

6 

April 

5 -:;- 

April 

6 

April 

5* 

April 

9 

April 

17F 

March 

16F 

April 

3 

April 

9 

April 

IF 

April 

4 * 

April 

5 

April 

12 

April 

12F 

March 

20F 


■if- 


1 

30 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

5 

8 

15 
4, 5 
18 

1 , 1 

20 


1 vi/estdale Park; Grimsby Finlayson; Meyers 


North Shore Blvd. 

857 Eagle Drive 
Mountsberg Cons. Area 
Westdale Park 
Westdale Park 
Dundas Marsh willows 
Rock Chapel 
Sleepy Hollow, Dundas 
Dunda.s Dump 
Rocktc.-n 

Beamer Cons. Area 
Beamer Cons. Area 
Beamer Cons. Area 
above Dundas; Grimsby 
Beamer Cons. Area 


Area 
Dundas 
Area 
Area 
Dunda s 


Beamer C. A. 

Beamer Cons. 

14 Skyline Dr., 

242, 15 Ben mer Ccns. 

10 Beamer Cons. 

2 Hwy. 8 above 

1 McMaster Sports Field 

2 North Shore Blvd. 

1 Stcney Creek Ball Park 

1 Smithville Lagoons 

2 Dundas Dump 
1 Smithville 
1 Dundas Dump 
1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Bedf rd Pk., Grimsby 
1 Stcney Cree k Ball Park 
1 Westdale Park 

2 8 Westdale Park 
1 Shereacres 
4 Mountainside 
1 Beamer Ccns. Are a 
1 Brcnte 

20F 857 Eagle Drive 


Dave & Thelma Powell 
Laurel North 
Eileen & Harry Kerr 
Bob Finlayson 
Bill Crins 
Bill Read 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 
Robert Finlayson 
Bob Finlayson 
James Dowall 
Michael Clark 
George Meyers 
George Mejrers 
T. Reids; G. Meyers 
George Meyers 


Burlingt'-nG. Meyers; G. North 
George Meyers 
Michael Clnrk 
George Meyers 
Geor-e Meyers 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Bob Finlayson 
Dave & Thelma Pc.we 11 
Robert Waldhuber 
McLaughlin, Waldhuber 
Bob Finlayson 
McLaughlin, Waldhuber 
Bc.b Finlayson 
McLaughlin, Waldhuber 
Gecrge Meyers 
R. Waldhuber 
R. Finlaysc n 
Bob Finlayson 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Rick Snider 
G ec rge Meyers 
Mark Jennings 
G. & L. Ncrth 


Swa r mp Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

C^r p ctj.cn: of. Wood Duck Vol. 3 4 , Nc. 8 , p. 
It was a very foggy day when John Miles reported a Greater Sncw Gc< se. Later it was 
seen tc be a strange kind of hybrid goose according tc Bob Westnv re. 


Please send your bird reperts by the 10th cf the me nth to George W. North 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634 y 5463 


13 
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WE WERE THERE PUT BIRDS WERE SCAIT;!! ' 

On Sunday, March 15, fourteen of us met with John Heasli^p *au Z flamiYton r 
Boai'd of Education's Outdoor Education Centre at Christie Conservation Area 
to learn bird identification skills. In the classroom John introduced us to 
the use of binoculars and a variety of field guides. He then set about helping 
us develop techiques to improve our powers of observation. An excellent 
lesson and it all seemed so easy. 

Eager tp test our newly-learned skills we set out across the dam and followed 
the trails running between the pine plantations and the hardwood forest. Just- 
back-from-the-sout' Red-winged Blackbirds could be heard calling and we stopped 
to observe several Canada Geese resting on the pond above the dam. The forest 
cover sheltered us from a cool south-west wind but the birds were sheltering 
elsewhere. Chickadees proved to be the only co-operative species, Responding 
to John's whistle they moved in for close observation. Grackle3, Herring Gull, 
Ring-necked Pheasant,Downy Woodpecker and White-breasted Nutchatch were glimpsed 
during the morning. 

The coming of spring was evident in the rich colour in the branches of 
the Red Osier Dogwood, white birches and Willows. The staminate catkins on the l 
Speckled Alder seemed ready to burst. It was a good walk, Thanks John for 
sharpening our skills. Now to get out and practise. 


ENDANGERED WILDLIFE SERIES CLOSES WITH ISSUE OF TWO STAMPS 

Two stamps were released 6 April, marking the end of Canada Post's series 
of eight stamps on Endangered Wildlife which began in 1977. The Vancouver 
Island Marmot is featared on a 17-cent stamp and the Wood Bison on a 35-cent 
stamp. 

The Vancouver Island Marmot, one of the few mammals unique to Canada,lives 
only on Vancouver Island. Already few in number, disturbed in its environment, 
and hunted by man and predators, the marmot population is on the decline. At 
present only 50 to 100 survive. 

The wood bison is a slightly larger,darker, and woolier northern subspecies 
of the plains bison or buffalo. Hunting and severe winters have reduced the 
wood bison population. By 1922 no more than 2,000 remained, centred on what 
is now wood buffalo National Park. Interbreeding nearly wiped out the sub¬ 
species when the plains bison was introduced to the area. However, in 1957 
the Canadian Wildlife Service discovered a purebred herd of 200 wool bison and 
has since been working for their preservation and propoglation. Nearly 000 wood 
bison now exist. 

Robert Bateman, internationally known wildlife painter, has shown the wood 
bison in a wintery setting among the trees that distinguish its habitat from 
that of its relative the plains bison. The marmot, painted by Michael Dumas, 
is depicted emerging from its burrow in a grassy clearing in the mountainous 
interior of Vancovuer Island. 

Congratulations, Bob, for this fine contribution to Canada's philatelic 

art. 

Ancaster - Spring Valiev Trails - (continued from page 148) 

Marsh marigolds glowed in the bogs 
Beside skunk-cabbage, and the strange 
"Jack-in-the-Pulpit, robed in purple and green; 

And all along the trails I found new flowers - 
Mitrowort, Poamwort, and lavender bittercress, 

And on the open hillside the fluffy pussytoes. 






154 


WHITE-HAIRED PETEY, BIOGRAPHER OF BIRD LAND 

by Hargaria Fichtner 

(Reprinted with permission from the Miami Herald,Mar.4,1981) 

A few years ago, the citizens of Jamestown,N.Y., held a straw ballot to 
choose the town's most famous native son or daughter. ,u 

Lucille Ball came in second. 

The winner - by the fragile margin of one vote - was a genial, notoriously 
absent-minded, ornithologist named Roger Tory Peterson. Back in his high 
school days, when the word went ’round he was chasing luna months through the 
cemetery with a net, the folks in Jamestown called him Bugs. 

Today, at 72, Peterson may be the best-known bird expert since the hallowed 
John James Audubon. As artist, writer, scientist and editor, he is credited 
with more than 30 books, incldding his classic A Field Guide to the Birds 
(Houghton Mifflin,$9.95 in softcover). First published in 1934, it has sold 
more than 3 million copies and is considered by many experts to be nothing less 
than the bird-watcher’s bible. 

When the guide's long-awaited, heavily revised new edition was published 
last year, it was greeted withhosannas and clung for three months to Tho New 
York Times bestseller list in both paperback and hard-cover categgories. The 
softcover version has held its position on the Times’ trade paperback list for 
15 weeks. Better than that, it was No. 1 in blue-collar Cleveland. 

Paintings arc valued 

In addition, original Peterson bird paintings are auctioned for as much as 
$25,000. In almost half a century, studying birds has earned this gentle natura¬ 
list a 5-inch entry in Who’s Who, Holland’s Order of tho Golden Ark, a fistful 
of gold medals from conservation societies and a new nickname; King Penguin. 

"What good are birds? What good are we?" muses Peterson as he sips a beer 
at the Boca Raton Hotel's gazebo bar and listons to a mockingbird competing 
with melodies being wrenched from a nearby piano. When Roger Tory Peterson is 
around, the mockingbird always wins. 

"Birds are alive. That's enough," he says. "They are one of the most 
vibrant expressions of life. They are attractive. They are good indicators 
of their (and our) environment. They arc nature's litmus paper. Ihey are a 
built-in early warning system for all of us. And they are survivors. They go 
back 140 million years, whereas homo sapiens has been around only 3 or 4 (million 

Thmnk of it. The cardinal that this spring stupidly builds his nest on the 
most fragile branch of your legustrum bush and loses his offspring to your neigh¬ 
bor's cat, has existed virtually unchanged since before your own ancestors even 
got the idea to crawl out of their caves. 

There are about 9,000 species of birds. Peterson has spotted 4,000 of them 
and hopes to sight another 500 before time runs out. Ho has seen all but three o 
the birds listed in the Eastern edition of his field guide - all but the Bachman' 
warbler, South Florida's Cape Sable seaside sparrow and the lesser prairie chicko 1 
He plans to catch up with the Prairie chicken in April during a trip to the 
Texas Panhandle. 

In such robust health that he jogs regularly and earlier this winter spent 
two months cruising around the Antarctic, a part of the world his wife calls 
"the razor's edge," Peterson lately has noticed an annoying blurring in one pye 
when he focuses his camera. 

"It would bother me terribly not to be able to see the birds anymore,"he 
says. "My pleasure is photography. My hard work is painting." 

Painting is, in fact, such agony for Peterson there were those who despaired 
that the new edition of his field guide might never be published at all. Deter¬ 
mined to redo all the drawings, Peterson let the work drag on and on. Five 
years passed. Then 10. "It was an albatross," he says. 
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White-haired Petey, Biographer of Bird Lan d (continued) 

The two other major bird books on the market - The Audubon Society Field 
Guide to North American Birds and Dell’s Birds of North America - are co-opera¬ 
tive efforts involving, in each case, two or three writers, photographers or 
artists. Peterson does it all himself - field work, descriptions and illustra¬ 
tions. He is now at work on a Western Edition of the guide, due out in 1983. 

So far, Peterson has found only one mistake in his new edition. He painted 
the lesser golden plover - a brown=and-white prairie dweller that goes qusedle 
or que-e-a - with a tiny, extra toe on the back of its claw. It is a small 
mistake, bothersome to no one save Peterson or another lesser golden plover. 

Peterson was in South Florida recently to appear at a dinner sponsored by 
the Boca Raton Public Library. Then he was off to the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary 
at Redington Shores near Tampa. The sanctuary, which cares for as many as 600 
sick or injured pelicans,cormorants and ducks at a time, is a good place for 
Peterson to study pelicans in mass. Why pelicans? "A pelican is dedicated to 
being a pelican," Peterson says whimsically, "and he's good at it." 

Area Birds Surviving 

Peterson, who has been visiting Florida for 50 years, thinks, "Some of your 
birds seem to be doing all right. Some of the herons. People don't seem to 
bother them anymore. They're tolerated now. 

"But you must watch out for attrition caused by the environment. In areas 
where birds can adapt to human conditions, they are winning. But if birds have 
special requirements, they often suffer. Some birds cannot live without their 
environments, so the thing that has to be watched is the land." 

Here is South Florida, for example, conservationists are concerned that if 
the 242 square miles of South Dade wetlands known as the east Everglades are 
developed, one of the victims will be the Cape Sable sparrow, a six-inch,enor¬ 
mously neurotic creature that does not adapt easily to change. 

Genesis says God created the fowl of the air on the fifth day of creation. 
Suppose he had not bothered. Says Peterson, "I can't imagine such a thing, 
because a landscape, and particularly a seascape, would be very oppressive to 
me without birds." 

Perhaps you can imagine a more peaceful world without the raucous blue jay, 
which Peterson calls "the equal rights bird," because male and female share 
feather patterns, calls and household duties. Perhaps you would do quite nicely 
in a world in which no birds ever sang merely to proclaim, "This is my territory. 
Get the hell out." Perhaps you would like it fine. Roger Tory Peterson would 
not. "I simply couldn't live in a world without birds." 

He never could. Peterson's father, a Swedish cabinetmaker named Charles 
Gustav Poterson, could not understand why his only son had to be so confoundedly 
preoccupied with birds and butterflies. His mother, Henrietta Bader Peterson, 
was more indulgent and dusted around the 800 pipevine swallowtail caterpillars 
young Roger raised in her living room one summer. 

As a young man, Peterson drifted. Ho earned $8 a week painting designs on 
furniture. He studied art at Manhattan's Art Students League and painting with 
Ashcan-school artist John Sloan. He joined the Bronx County Bird Club and looked 
for birds in garbage heaps. He took girls to the movies and listened for bird 
calls on the films' soundtracks. He taught art and natural history at the 
Rivers School in Brookline, Mass., where one of his pupils was elliot Richardson, 
who grew up to be Richard Mixon's attorney general. 

When Peterson first published his field guide in 1934, the nation was mired 
in the Depression. Still, it sold out within a week. Americans couldn't afford 
to take a trip to see Aunt Elizabeth in Colorado, but they could drive out to 
the woods and look for birds. The word bird itself even took on new meanings. 

To go birding meant to go looking for birds. One who did this with some amount 
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White-ha ired Petey, Biographer of Bird Lens (continued) 
of dedication was called a birder. 

Today, there may be as many as 20 million birders in the United States. 
Membership in the National Audubon Society has swelled from 32,000 in 1960 to 
423,000. In South Florida, Tropical Audubon Society president Robert Kelley says 
there are 30,000 Audubon members in the state - approximately 6,000 of whom 
live from Palm Beach to the Keys. 

[today, Roger Tory Peterson lives comfortably in an eight-room house on 70 
acres of woodland near Old Lyme, Conn., and the Connecticut River. His studio, 
with its picture windows overlooking a frog pond, is equipped with fireproof 
vaults containing the more than 2,000 stuffed birds and skins Peterson acquired 
years ago from a scientist at the Boston Museum. 

Five years ago and after two divorces, Peterson married Virginia Marie 
Westervelt, a chemist who once helped the Coast Guard devise infrared methods for 
identifying oil spills. Sine also drew the range maps in the back of the new 
edition of her husband's book. 

On a minute-to-minute basis, it is she who makes sure his white hair is 
combed, keeps track of their itinerary ("Roger's been to the Antarctic 13 times. 
I"ve been three."),occasionally finishes his sentences and calls him Hon. 

They have known each other 25 years. She married him, she says, "because 
he was interested in what I was doing." She married him, he says, "because 
there are an awful lot of dull fellows in our town." 

Between them, they have four children. His younger son, Lee, is a naturalis 
and author of a Field Guide to Edible Wild Plants. One of her daughters, Mimi 
Westervelt, is with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and is working on a study 
of American attitudes toward wild animals. 

Once, tagging along anonymously on a birdwalk, Roger Tory Peterson began 
to argue with a woman over the identity of a bird. "Wait here," she finally 
said in exasperation. "I'll go look it up in my Petey." 

And once, the legend goes, Peterson wandered off from a dinner party in 
his honor. Friends found him sitting on some rocks not far away, listening to 
sea gulls crying in the dark. 

"I've heard that story," he says. "I don't remember it. Perhaps it 
happened. I probably had another reason for going out. I probably couldn't film 
the bathroom." 


(submitted by Robert Doering) 


MARCI-I BIRD-OF-TIIS-MONTH: SANDHILL CRANE 

by Rob Curry 

The hawkwatchers at Reamer Point watch the east in order to view raptors as 
they migrate westwards. Jim Dowall, George Meyers and Rick Snider were 
doing just that on March 24 when Dave Copeland inexplicably "goofed off" and 
was rewarded with the sight of a Sandhill Crane flying in from the north¬ 
west, The bird circled over the field to gain altitude affording excellent 
studies before heading off eastwards. 

Certainly the best place in our area and probably all of Southern Ontario to 
see this bird in the spring is Reamer. However, they usually pass close to 
April 17 and this would appear to be our earliest record. 

Those of us who have birded here for a quarter century or more without seeing 
this fine bird in the Hamilton reporting area have no compunctions about 
calling this the bird-of-the-month . 


********* 
* * * * 
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1981 SPRING WATCH 


by Ron Hepworth 


This spring season has certainly boon hastened over the past month due to 
above average temoeratures including some record highs recorded during the firs t 
week of April. The flowering record has included some extremely early dates which 
at least equal or better the. previous early dates of 1976. If anyone has any 
recollections or records on the earliest and/or the latest season they have ever 
experienced, I would appreciate hearing from you. 

At this writing (Apr. 2l) the season is about 15 days ahead for most trees 
and shrubs; !—•8 days ahead for most wildflowers. With this lead in conditions aie 
likely to remain well ahead through May. 

An apparent anomaly in this area, this is the first season I have seen White 
Trilliums opening well before the first Trout Lilies in the particular area of 
Bronte Park that I frequent each season. Normally, the Trout Lily precedes the 
White Trillium by about 4 days. However, I am aware that Trout Lilies were in 
bloom much earlier in some other locations around Hamilton. Here is the list to date 

Silver Maple Mar. 24 Red Maple Apr. 2/3 White Trillium Apr. 11 

Hopatica Mar. 28/29 E. Tent Cater- Apr. 3/4 Weeping Willow Apr. 11 

Coltsfoot Mar. 30 pillar Dog Violet Apr. 15 

American Elm Mar. 30/31 Wild Ginger Apr. 4 Yellow Trout Lily Apr. 15 

Chorus Prog Mar. 30/31 Spring Beauty Apr. 4 Shadbush Spp. Apr. lb/17 

Beaked Hazel Mar. 31 Blue Cohosh Apr. 5/6 Shepherd's Purse (Apr. 17} 

(pollen) Pors.ythia Spp. (Apr. S/l) Dandelion (in onen)Apr. .18 

Chinese Elm Mar. 31 Red Trillium Apr. 1/S White Trout Lily Apr. 18 

(pollen) Bloodroot Apr. 8 Early Meadow Rue Apr. 20 

Buffaloborry Mar. 31 Man. Maple (Apr. 9/l0) Wild Strawberry . (Apr. 20f 

Scilla (in woods)Apr. l/2 Sugar Maple (Apr. ll) Jack-in-the-Pulpit Apr. 20/21 

Wood Anemone Apr. 21 


NOTES PROM THE EDITOR 

Many thanks to all those who have contributed material for the WOOD DUCK over 
the past season, and many thanks to all those who have worked behind the scenes 
to put each issue together and get it out on time. Credit for this issue goes to 
the following team of collaters: Eunice Snillie, Chloe Earle, Diane Sherry, Lydia 
Hamilton, and Joan Porbes, 

New Publications Available s 

" Birdfinding in Canada " - A new bi-monthly magazine by Gerry Bennett which. 
should be of interest t" all birders who like to travel in Canada and see new birds 
as they go. One-year subscription $10. available from G. Bennett, R.R.#2, 10780 
Pine Valley Drive, Woodbridge, Ont. L4L 1A6 

"Ontario Hydro Pield Gu ide to E n dangered, Th reatenedand , R ai^^pejLiog-Jj3^Qfil»" 
A new publication designed to alert Hydro crews and other interested persons to 
possible presence of endangered species by describing likely habitat, time of year, 
and basic biology of each. 130 pages, full color illustrations. $9.25. Available 
from Ont. Govt. Bookstore, Publications Dopt. 880 Bay St., 5th Floor, Toronto, 
Ontario M7A 1N8. 

Backus Woods _. response to your many letters to the Long Point R. C. A. ... 

Mr. Norm Patrick, Southwestern Regional Director of the MNR, announced Peb. 18 
that the MNR, charged with managing the Backus Woods for the Authority, was identi¬ 
fying it as a "Special Study Area." The Ministry recognized that the Carolinian^ 
Forest characteristics of Backus were with maintaining and that much further study 
was warranted. Mr. Patrick nlans to set up an advisory committee on the management 
of the woods and to initiate long term studies of the Baclois ecosystem. No logging 
will be undertaken until those studies are complete. 

The Norfolk Pield Naturalists wish to thank each of you for your efforts on 

behalf of Backus Woods. 
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TIME 

PLACE 


MONDAY, MAY 4, 1981 at 8 P.M, 


Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

PROGRAM ANNUAL MEMBER’S NIGHT 

This your opportunity to share with fellow members a shore, 
presentation of slides or film on some nature topic which 
would be of interest to others. Also welcome are any 
displays or collections which you may want to exhibit - or 
even a short talk on one of your experiences or researches, 
Contact Hazel Broker if you can contribute in some way. 

NEXT MEETING Monday, September 14, 1981 at 8 p.m. - Have a good summer l 


VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 


^*****************^Hf**************-)i-**^***#******************«*******************^ 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS SPRING/SUMMER 1981 CLUB FIELD EVENT S 

SATURDAY, MAY 9 - all day 

Spring Bird Count Volunteers needed. No fee. Phone for territories 
Compiler: Ted Dinniwell 389-3416 


SUNDAY MAY 10 - 8:30 a.m. 

Spooky Hollow - Come to our sanctuary in Norfolk County. Enjoy the spring 
flowers. Bring a lunch. Meet at Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennel 
in Hamilton at 8:30 a.m. or at Spooky Hollow at 10:00 a.m. 

Leader: Art Runnells 561-4191 


SUNDAY, MAY 24 - 9 a.m . 

Sprinq Wildflowers - Explore the Twiss Road Ponds area. Wear waterproof 
footwear. Bring a lunch. Meet at parking lot at bottom of the steep 
hill on Twiss Road, Burlington. 

Leader: Ron Hopworth 632-7694 

SATURDAY, MAY 30 - 9 a.m . 

Vineland Experimental Station - A horticultural trip with good birding. 
Rhododendrons, azaleas, warblers and shorebirds. Bring a lunch. Meet at 
Bartlett Road Exit off eastbound Q.E.W. (east Grimsby). 

Leader: George Meyer3 1-945-4217 

SATURDAY, JUNE 13 - 4:30 a.m . 

Meet at University Plaza. We will be searching for early birds in a 10 
square kilometre area with Bob Curry. If you wish more information phone 
Bob at 648-6895. 

SATURDAY JUNE 27 - 1:30 p.m. 

Meet at Waterdown Plaza for a walk through the Newell farm. Bob Newell 
will help us find flowers. 689-4977 

SATURDAY JULY 11, - 9 a.m . 

Meet at Dundurn Castle. We will be looking for flowers, ferns,etc. in a 
new section of the Halton County Forest. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-033 s> (continued on next page) 
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SUMMER WEEKEND HIKES(continued) 


SATURDAY, JULY 2 5 - 8;30 a.m , 

Meet at Taquanyah Nature Centre, We will be looking for shore birds at 
Rock Point Conservation Area, There is an entrance fee, so be prepared. 
Call Bruce Duncan in Caledonia at 765-3322 for additional information or 
directions. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 - 1:30 p.ro. 

Meet at the parking lot at the corner of King St,West & Paradise Rd, 
Hamilton. We will be looking at goldenrods,asters and other late summer 
flowers with Hazel Broker. 527-0333 


MIDWEEK NATURE WALKS 

Note ; All walks listed below begin at 6;30 p.m. sharp • 

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 1901 - FELKER'S FALL S 

Meet at Fennell Square (Fennell & Gage) Leader; Norm Ralston 303-1397 

TUESDAY, MAY 12 , 1901 - R.D.G, SOUTH SHORE TRAILS 

Meet at Children's Garden House, Oak Knoll Ave., Leader: John Olmsted 

522-0409 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 1901 - CHRISTIE 

Meet at University Plaza, Dundaa Leader; Dean Gugler 520-7169 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 1901 - DUNDAS VALLEY 

Meet at University Plaza, Dundas Leader; Hazel Broker 527-0333 

WE DNESDAY, JUNE 3, 1981 - DUNDAS VALLEY TRAILS 

Meet at Ancaster Swimming Pool, Jerseyville Road Leader; Charlie Zimmerman 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 1981 - MOUNT NEMO 640-6250 

Meet at corner of Guelph Line and Colling Rd. Leader; Dave Bradley 522-2936 

W EDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 1901 - ROCK CHAPEL 

Meet at Rock Chapel Parking lot, Leader: Shirley Klement 336-5433 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 1901 - ESCARPMENT EAST OF HIGHWAY 20 

Meet at top of escarpment on Highway 20(West side of road) Leader; Hazel 

Broker 527-0333 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 1901 - DUNDAS VALLEY TRAILS 

Meet at Ancaster Swimming Pool, Jerseyville Road. Leader; Charlie Zimmerman 

648-6250 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15,1981 - SASSAFRAS WOODS 

Meet at R.B.G, Headquarter Parking Lot. Leader; Dave Bradley 522-2936 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 1981 - DUNDAS VALLEY TRAILS 

Meet at University Plaza, Dundas. Leaders; Barbara & Ian Reid 620-8329 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 1981 - PUSLINCH WETLANDS 

Meet at Highway 97 & Brock Rd, Leader; Bruce Mackenzie 659-7328 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1901 - NORTH SHORE TRAILS 

Meet at Arboretum Nature Centre Leader; Jeff Blezius 385-6178 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 1981 - HAMILTON BEACH 

Meet at A&P Lot at Barton St., & Highway 20, Leader; Art Runnells 561-4191 

WE DNESDAY, AUGUST 19 , 1981 - EAST BRONTE CREEK 

Meet at Go Station Parking Lot, Q.E.W. and Bronte Rd. Leader; Ron Hepworth 

632-7694 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1981 - BEVERLY SWAMP 

Meet at Peter's Corners (Highways 52 0) Leader; Dave Bradley 522-2936 


ENJOY THE SUMMER SEASON 

THE FIRST INDOOR MEETING OF THE NEW SEASON WILL BE ON MONDAY, SEPT. 14 
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THE WOOD DUCK 



The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteor members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 
is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most welcome 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4-V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note¬ 
worthy Bird Records to Geo. North, 857 Eagle Dr,Burlington, 0nt.L7T 3A3 
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